THE FLIGHT TO INDIA
makes them no longer afraid of time. Of the four elements
composing the human environment, air has a fourth dimen-
sional gift, transcending the cold fatality of human limits and
time-tables or the noisy insistence of mechanical clocks, and
holding out akeady in its hand for its devotees and followers
the skeleton keys that will unlock the future.
These who go up to the clouds in trips and take their travel
across the sky, in die simplicity of a small aeroplane, can bear
witness to much that is eternal and elemental. They can see
the morning awaken and leap from the ground into a new day,
they can hear the loud triumphant shout of gangster gales, feel
the ghostly touch of cloud curtain and storm, and become
acquainted with the fadeless duck's-egg blue of the sky,
always most tender in colour when it has high mountains for
a neighbour.
They thought of Alice in Wonderland as they looked down
at the dancing silver ribbon of the English Channel: "the further
off from England the nearer is to France," the Mock Turde
sang in his ungrammatical kind of voice. A pleasing thought
to remember as the traveller contemplates the cold and chilly
stare of the water. There are people, never invited to attend
the Mad Hatter's tea party, who visualise aeroplanes as one day
being made of rubber, able to bounce about on the earth, or
float in the sea.
Be that as it may, whatever one contemplates when flying
the Channel, one has to descend to earth again at Le Bourget
aerodrome and come to grips with frontier formalities.
Arrangements in French territory are good and fairly
expeditious compared with many foreign countries, but the
red tape, restrictions and formalities employed by certain
Powers are often most exasperating and out of all proportion
to the speed and freedom that should accompany this form of
travel The ak-minded of all nations must combine to break
down the shackles of a groundling officialdom if they are to gain
die full advantages of aviation. The limitations and cramping
conditions of tie crowded earth assume quite a different